My Childhaod Wy Vialet Weeks (nee VVecKay) 1921 - 2019

DNy parents, father Gearge, was a 1* Wenrld Wan soldier, my mather Eva, an English Uan IBride. <L
was barn in VNelbourne, and at 10 months of age, was taken to Eildan Ueir with my older sister, Syl
wia, where < bpent my childhood until, at 15 <0 left home, to work in (Uexandra.

and wall papeted with newdpaper. <2 had wooden floors and conbisted of a kitchen, dining room and
two bedraams. (ls the family incheased, another haom was built on. Jhe dunny (todet) was up the back
yard, and consisted of a pan, which when full, had to be emptied into a big hale. Out toilet paper was
news papeh cut info squares and stwng on a plece of sthing.

Jhe washing was done an an open fire in the back yard. <Ot was boiled in kerosene tins.

Our bath was a large tin bath, placed in frant of the fire, water heated on the stove. Jhe first ane in the
bath got the cleanest wash, after each one, the hot wateh was topped up, so all got a warm bath.

The lighting was candles o huwricane lamps. Our water was carted fram a tap in the garden, I um
always had a lovely garden.

%ea&uagéhadpeté,dogé,café,apa&wn,magp@etc.

Cllthaugh life was hard in thase days, <2 had a happy childhaod as 2 had lats of freedom.
ﬂadhadamaplea/w%w&khmmmm,wmmw#m&mm.

We lived in a lavely dpat suvraunded by hills (it was at the base of NN Sugarloaf, as the first wall for
therefore, eradicating the dpot of this house)

(L few kids wauld get tagether and we would get pieces of tin and buckets of water and climb the hill, pouwr

%tadnmm,gw@emgamnWWQW,5mnﬁMaﬂ%m,mmeaMw,
15 manths laten. adumgéa/mat/wnwmt/wa[déag/wmuuﬂzamtdwzge 4 years and 5 maonths later,

JW@WWWW,MWWWWW,MM,WMWW

(Gouwlburn), going fishing with a piece of string on a stick and a hoak. WUe always caught a fish.
%memmmmmmmwmmwmwmm
Jhe bingle men’s huts (for the warkers on the first dam) were just below us, and an Saturdays, they would
play two up. Jmmmmam,mmmmwmm,mwmmap

gmguygm%gﬁt,mwddweﬂdwee/wd/mgx
ging branches off the hill to build a huge bonfire. Ue
would collect any old tyres, etc about the place, to put
it the night before Guy SFaux, then after school, we \
would have to build another one in a hurty. Ue al- \
WUe walked 2 miles to schoal every day, same days

PN Savage @lacéuf’auage)wauédg&ueaba/udem
the M} ({/Z’e wab in a gaad maod. 9\/6 had the mail Apple dunk, young boy on right is Lindsay John McKay, watching the fun, no doubt his brothers

hun George and Gordon had their heads in the barrel.
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Lad was badly injured by falling rack (working on the first wall) when <2 was young, and that changed
auwt lives completely. %mmmgmmmw@wma/mw Jhe cows were sald. 0
temember the year they found the chack in the rack wall (Pirst wall). Ue were all trained to evacuate to
the hill if it burst, emergency packs on the ready, but i didn't burst.

Ohne year when the hiver flooded, pait of the bridge washed away, and they built a swing bridge achoss
the riven.

suwing i. Poar blokes wouldn't krow what to do.

Ohce a maonth, mavies would be held in Collers’ hall. td/v/wywauéd&eweéte/z/w,toéecananuedn’%ma/ze
manth to the next, so we had to behave awrselues, to get to see the next epibade.

The weekends were very buby, Friday night we were all lined up and given a dose of licarice powdet, to
clean us aut. Ue rarely got sick. Saturday was the lousing day, we were all de-loused then ouh heads
wet with a kerosene misxture (berasene and water) then covered with a cloth, this suffocated the lice.
J’WWWW,WWWWW @nc?undayémeaﬂend@dc/m/w/a. Cls we had re-
liewing ministers, we attended different churches. VNum never coaked on Sundays, and we were nat al-
lowed to play ab & was a very sacied day. %er«%eaééawedtogoﬁaxzawa[/e. thauédgotoaﬂzwu&s
place. WUe had a great time, climbing thees, swimming nude in the fiven ete. VNum never brew.

ﬁmmw@am@,%ym,mmmmawmwmmmmmgwma/
things, there was an Lndian, albo, who used to come. Ue were always amaged at all the things they
cankied in thebe baskets, they would have anything from haberdashery to clothing.

When dad was injured, he could nat work and also had a mental disability. 9um had a light wheel-
m,mdeﬂa&hm@aﬁwﬂ,m”mm@@mmgoupﬂw/uﬂ,mm,%Jaga/b&za{,and
get a load of wood. %mm,mmmmwmm,mmmmgmmm
faod.

When S was ten, Syluia died buddenly and my mum was taken very il, Sahn was O months old. <L
was left to take care of the family, my bick dad as well as do everything for John. Lt was not easy, but
we managed. (U schaol, in the summer, we were walked 2 miles to the lake for swimming lessons. Ue
wowld jump off a plataon, into the lake. Then, we would have to walk the 2 miles back to schaal, hatter
than we were, before the swim. Ue wauld have to walk the 2 miles hame after schaol. Uhat a day.

WBunty Savage, had a ram called Johnry. (I we had to walk thhaugh their paddock to get hame, she
would let it out and i would chabse us. %ga&‘me,d&adedmeup,&e/uﬁdaz‘/we.
Qmea(r;ea/z,az&pafztédagWW}MWMWWMW.@WWWW,%M
bpoon races, back haces and marny mote. bd/y/zzdzeazaAa,(Aoag/zeaAg/gjg/zace. QT/wptgumAwumdm
greabe and the men had to catch i and hold . Gmyeaﬂdnanmtot/w/u;mm{/wmen/mdtofa[éaw,
theﬂa{%ymcaded’%ﬂayjandwehadaqmypdemmm. &zc/zpapdwatdd
hold a ibbaon attached to the pale and then we would have to dance around i and weave the iibbaons un-
der & aueh until the hibbons were intertwined. f one made a mistake, i was all messed up.
WWWWW@,M%&WMMMMWMMMWW&Qw
@Wndﬁa,wzdmma[da&uagé&emmwmévamandgdamm. Lhen L woke on
C’/mmmﬁ@,&ammm@ﬁammmmw,ammqmmmm-
ange.




GIRLS OF EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Back Row - 5th from left Vi Mckay (married Syd Weeks, Alexandra

Middle Row - 1st, 2nd, 3rd, The Peterson sisters, Maisie (Married owen
Morton, Alexandra) Gwen and Dorothy (married Gordon McKay, Eildon)

10th Alma McKay

MOTHERS OF EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Front Row - 1st left Eva McKay




MAY DAY FESTIVAL - The Queen was Crowned

Her Princess on the left is Miss Jean Willouhby, Savage Senior sister.

On the right is Sylvia McKay ( sadly she passed away at 14 years old)

BOYS OF EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Back Row - 3rd from left -
6th from left -
Middle Row - 9th from left -
Front Row - 4th from left -
6th from left -

Harry Hoskin

Gordon McKay

George McKay (George and Gordon were twins)
Lindsay John McKay

Robert (Bob) Peterson




Q poatnate prom Christine Pearsan, Violet’s Laughter

DNy mather, Violet WUeeks (77cNay) and her siblings, attended the bchoal.

Vi was quietly praud to have assisted in the planting of the thee to cammemorate the Centenary of the
School. Eypecially symbolic to have her younger brather Gearge VNcNay, looking on.
JWWWWMW@WWWWWAmwmww@mm 05

want them ciewlated.

o0 said <L believed the school should aichive them, and that when she passed, <2 would forward them to
you.

amm#wftﬁwmédakewaddtomem,waét/w,ﬁacét/mt&%ewaé/w/zd,manegwabé/w/zt. On
the accasions when there was nothing in the hoube to pravide lunch at schaal, the children did not at-
tend. &Vmw@ammdmm,wmamammwwgm@,t@w.
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VN was farever grateful to that headmaster, who assisted the families of that time.

VN returned to Eildon as a resident of the Dartingford Upper Goulburn Vursing HNome for the last
15 months MM%,WWWMM@@MMW,WWWWWW

Eildan Primary Schoal would like to thank Chiistine for allowing us
share her Vother’s recollections of ghowing up in Eildon in the early
1020,




